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SOUTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  and  that  of  your 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  1947. 


Section  A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  in  acres  ... 

.  95,061 

Population 

.  i4>48o 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

3,952 

Rateable  Value  ... 

.  £41,190 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  rate 

£166 

4s.  lid. 


Vital  Statistics  (corrected  by  Registrar  General) 

Over  90 


M.  F.  Total 

M. 

F. 

Births  .  155  139  294 

— 

— 

Deaths .  ...  67  91  158 

I 

3 

Total  number  of  Births  in  1946 — 201  Males  loi 

Females 

100 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  .. . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

♦  •  •  •  ^ 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

•  •  •  • 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

. 

Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

— 

Cancer 

3 

12 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease 

13 

19 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

13 

Bronchitis 

5 

6 

Nephritis 

3 

1 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Senility 

1 

13 

Accidental  Death  ... 

6 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

1 

5 

Section  B.  General  Provisions  of  Health  Services 

of  the  Area. 


1947  was  a  healthy  year  apart  from  an  extensive  epidemic 
of  measles  with  223  cases.  This  epidemic  was  characterised  by 
strictly  localized  outbreaks,  following  one  another  after  definite 
intervals,  in  different  localities  and  not  in  contiguous  ones.  Thus 
Folkingham  and  Horbling  had  83  cases  out  of  a  population  of 
650  from  May  11th — June  26th,  whereas  Billingborough,  1  mile 
from  Horbling  and  3  miles  from  Folkingham  had  50  cases  from 
November  12th — January  11th,  1948. 

Contrary  to  what  one  might  expect,  the  dreadful  winter  when 
snow  and  floods  covered  the  countryside,  did  not  bring  any  increase 
in  illness.  Willy  nilly,  the  people  had  to  keep  at  home  and  there¬ 
fore  illness  was  not  spread  by  bus,  dance  and  cinema. 

No  tribute  is  too  high  to  pay  the  District  Nurses  who  somehow 
always  reached  their  patients  in  those  days  of  elemental  eruption. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  remained  closed  throughout  the  year; 
the  Sanatorium  remained  open.  Isolation  Hospitals  elsewhere  were 
also  in  difficulties. 

The  shortage  of  Nurses  remains. 

Scabies  has  further  declined. 

Section  C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I  hope  that  the  Councihs  Water  and  Sewerage  Schemes  will 
mature  in  1948.  The  various  village  water  supplies  have  given 
much  anxiety  at  times  during  the  year,  both  on  account  of  periodic 
pollution  and  of  periodic  mechanical  breakdowns. 

Water  samples  are  taken  regularly.  Where  water  is  found  to 
be  unfit,  warning  notices  are  posted  and  patience,  that  long  suffer¬ 
ing  virtue  of  the  English,  enjoined. 


Section  D.  Housing. 

Full  details  will  be  found  in  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report. 

Progress  has  been  a  little  better  in  building  new  houses. 

Section  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

A  detailed  report  will  be  found  in  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  Report. 

More  work  has  been  done  on  Milk  and  Ice  Cream  Supplies. 

Close  co-operation  between  the  various  authorities  responsible 
for  milk  production  is  essential. 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  age  groups 
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0—1 

1—2 

'2—3 

3— 4 

4— 5 

5— 10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—35 
35—45 
45—65 

65  and  over 


4 

2 


2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


4 

11 

18 

20 

19 

107 

29 

9 

6 


2 

6 

6 

6 

4 

10 

3 


—  —  1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


Totals  6  I 

3  8  I 

—  223 

37 

223 

Admitted 

' 

to  Hospital  —  — 

-  —  1 

—  — ■ 

— 

—  —  3 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Died  away 
at  Hospitals, 

Died  at  home 

Institutions,  etc. 

Ages 

Ages 

M 

F 

M  F 

70,  71,  66 

,  82, 

Liver 

. . .  — 

49 

51  47 

Stomach 

79 

66 

53,  72  — 

Bladder 

71 

— 

-  - 

Oesophagus 

65 

— 

—  — 

Breast 

.  .  .  - - 

26 

-  - 

Bowel 

.  .  .  - “ 

64 

-  - 

Ovary 

- — • 

79. 79. 

46 

—  _ — 

Colon 

.  •  •  - - 

68 

- 

Cervix 

— 

_ 

—  62 

Rectum 

. . .  — - 

— 

—  30 

Total  Number  of  Cases 

3 

12 

3  3 

Diphtheria  Prophyllaxis. 


Total  number  immunized  0 — 5  during  1947  —  143 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947. 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


A  crP 

Pu: 

^monary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Periods 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

M  F 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

0—1 

1 

• — 

—  — 

—  — 

—  ■ — 

1—2 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

2—5 

— 

— 

1  — 

— ■  — 

—  — 

5 — 15 

— 

— 

—  1 

—  — 

—  — 

15 — 25 

2 

2 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

25—35 

— 

2 

—  — 

—  — 

— ,  . — 

35 — 45 

1 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

45 — 55 

— 

—  - — • 

— -  • — 

—  , — 

55 — 65 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

65  and  over 

- 

, _  _ 

_  _ 

■  - 

I  wish  to  thank  my  fellow  officials  for  their  unfailing  help 
and  keenness. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  GALLETLY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


\ 
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PACTORIES  act,  1937. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  the  Year  1947  for  the  Rural  District  of  South  Kesteven 
in  the  County  of  Kesteven  (Lincolnshire). 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

iNuniDer  of  : 

Written  Occupicns 

Premises.  Inspecaons.  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
bections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by  49  —  — 

Local  Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  —  —  — 

tne  Local  Authority. 

(hi)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  —  —  — 

Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) . 

TOTAL  49  —  — 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  . 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4)  ... 

■  Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  (S.7)  ... 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 
TOTAL 


No.  of  cases  in  vvhicn  defects 
were  found. 
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J.  A.  GALLETLY, 
Medical  Offlcer  of  Health 
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SOUTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

41,  North  Street, 

Bourne,  Lines. 

May,  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  following  Report  regarding  the 
work  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1947. 


1.  Statistics. 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  ouf  ... 

3498 

Number  of  sanitary  works  completed  ... 

156 

Number  of  letters  and  notices  despatched 

3138 

Details  of  Visits. 

Water  Supplies  ... 

...  24 

Building  Inspections 

.  .  . 

175 

Drainage  . 

...  601 

Building  Licences' 

611 

Stables  &  Piggeries 

2 

Housing  Inspections 

619 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

5 

Infectious  Diseases 

4 

Shops 

...  11 

Cowsheds  &  Dairies 

61 

Bakehouses 

...  16 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

16 

Slaughterhouses  . . . 

...  300 

Drain  Tests 

35 

Water  Samples 

...  48 

Public  Conveniences 

1 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

1 

P.H.A.  Nuisances 

27 

Petroleum  Acts  . . . 

7 

Food  &  Drugs  Acts 

.  .  . 

20 

Moveable  Dwellines 

4 

Flood  Claims  Investiga- 

Rats  &  Mice 

4 

tions 

270 

Refuse  Collection  & 

Dis- 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary 

posal 

...  61 

Visits 

*  i  . 

575 

7 


3.  Inspection  and  Super-vtsion  of  Food  Supplies. 

(a)  Milk.  The  Council  has,  in  its  area,  nearly  300  cowsheds  but, 
owing  to  the  heavy  increase  in  work  imposed  on  the  Department 
by  additional  duties  such  as  the  investigation  of  applications  for 
building  licences  and  flood  claims,  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
devote  as  much  time  to  the  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies 
during  the  year  as  one  would  have  wished. 


61  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  w^ere  carried  out  and 
improvements  were  effected  to  several  cowsheds  as  a  result  of  the 
efforts  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  number  of  tuberculin- 
tested  herds  in  the  Rural  District  has  increased  from  9  to  13,  and 
there  are  4  producers  of  accredited  milk. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  It  is  gflatifying  to  record,  once 
again,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  Bourne  Drban  District  Council, 
100  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  animals  passing  through  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Bourne  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

Your  Public  Health  Officers  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly 
the  importance  of  centralised  slaughtering,  ensuring  as  it  does  that 
the  nation’s  meat  supply  is  wholesome  and  free  from  disease. 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  3121,  were  inspected  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Bourne,  during  the  year: — 

Sheep  & 

Bulls.  Bullocks.  Cows.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 
25  326  198  120  460  1827  165 


As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound  food 
w-as  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed: — - 


1  bullock's  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  calf’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

4  bullocks’  carcases  and  all  offals 
13  cows’  carcases  and  all  offals 

2  calves’  carcases  and  all  offals 
2  pigs’  carcases  and  all  offals 

9  cows’  carcases  and  all  offals 

5  sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offals 

1  bullock’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
1  bull’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
4  bullocks’  carcases  and  all  offals 

1  cow’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

2  calves’  carcases  and  all  offals 

3  sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offals 


437  lbs.  T.B.  with  Emaciation 
67  lbs.  T.B.  with  Emaciation 
2682  lbs.  Gen.  Tuberculosis 
8881  lbs.  Gen.  Tuberculosis 

257  lbs.  Gen.  Tuberculosis 
604  lbs.  Gen.  Tuberculosis 

4754  lbs.  Emaciation  &  Dropsy 

258  lbs.  Emaciation  &  Dropsy 
791  lbs.  Emaciation  &  Fever 
729  lbs.  General  Dropsy 

1645  lbs.  General  Dropsy 
705  lbs.  General  Dropsy 
146  lbs.  General  Dropsy 
305  lbs.  General  Dropsy 
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3  pigs'  carcases  and  all  offals 
i  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

4  cows'  carcases  and  all  offals 

1  heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
3  cows'  carcases  and  all  offals 

2  sheeps'  carcases  and  all  offals 
1  lamb’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

10  calves'  carcases  and  all  offals 

1  bidlock's  carcase  and  all  offals 

2  cows’  carcases  and  all  offals 
1  heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
1  calf’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  pig’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

3  cows’  carcases  and  all  offals 

■m- 

1  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

2  bullocks’  carcases  and  all  offals 
1  heifer’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  bull’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
1  pig’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  bullock’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

2  sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offals 
1  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
1  pig’s  carcase  and  all  offals 
1  pig’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

2  sheeps’  carcases  and  all  offals 
1  calf’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

1  sheep’s  carcase  and  all  offals 

Parts  of  carcases  and  various  offals 
of  all  food  animals 


250  lbs.  General  Dropsy 
64  lbs.  Emaciation 
2828  lbs.  Fever  &  Dropsy 
603  lbs.  Fever  &  Dropsy 
1824  lbs.  Fevered 
112  lbs.  Fevered 
43  lbs.  Fevered 
624.  lbs.  Joint  Ill 
555  lbs.  Septicaemia 
554  lbs.  Septicaemia 
322  lbs.  Septicaemia 
82  lbs.  Septicaemia 
115  lbs.  Septicaemia 
1748  lbs.  Septic  Metritis 
103  lbs.  Septic  Metritis 
1140  lbs.  Septic  Pericarditis 
754  lbs.  Septic  Pericarditis 
990  lbs.  Septic  Peritonitis 
137  lbs.  Septic  Peritonitis 
675  lbs.  Peritonitis  &  Dropsy 
137  lbs.  Septic  Pneumonia 

68  lbs.  Gangrenous 

Pneumonia 

63  lbs.  Gangrene 
45  lbs.  Swine  Erysipelas 
150  lbs.  Acute  Swine  Fever 
98  lbs.  Sapraemia 
75  lbs.  Moribund 
66  lbs.  Umbilical  Pyaemia 
31  lbs.  Mauled  by  dog 


10650  lbs.  Various  Diseases  too 
numerous  to  record 
individually 

Total  weight  of  unsound  food  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed: — 

20  tons.  19  cwts.  1  qr.  11  lbs. 

4,  Housing. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  preliminary  survey  of  all  the  houses  in 
the  Rural  District  would  have  been  nearing  completion  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  but  the  Department  was  handicapped  by  the  absence 
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through  illness  of  your  Additional  Sanitary  .Inspector  (Mr.  J. 
Hardy)  for  several  months,  consequently  work  in  connection  with 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  had  to  be  discontinued  owing  to  heavy 
pressure  of  other  duties. 

335  houses  were  inspected  and  categorised  during  the  year, 
and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  these  together  with  an 
accumulative  statistical  summary  of  the  details  obtained  to  date. 

Rural  Housing  Survey,  1947. 

Premises  Total 

Not  Houses 

Village.  Categorisation  of  Houses.  Categorised.  Inspected. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Dowsby  - 

1 

7 

32 

3 

7 

— 

50 

Dunsby  - 

3 

4 

30 

3 

— 

— 

40 

Deeping  St. 

James  - 

12 

— 

8 

— 

3 

2 

25 

Langtoft  - 

11 

2 

58 

7 

41 

5 

124 

Market  Deeping 

7 

4 

20 

— 

3 

4 

38 

Rippingale 

2 

2 

39 

10 

5 

— 

58 

TOTALS 

36 

19 

187 

23 

59 

11 

335 

Plus  previous 

inspections  - 

139 

65 

939 

141 

401 

46 

1731 

Totals  to  the 

31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1947 

175 

84 

1126 

164 

460 

57 

2066 

Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in 
the  Rural  District  have  now  been  inspected  and  categorised  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Hobhouse  Report  on 
Rural  Housing,  and  the  fact  that  460  dwelling-houses,  or  approxi¬ 
mately  22  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  inspected  to  date,  are  suit¬ 
able  only  for  demolition,  demonstrates  only  too  clearly  how  much 
rural  housing  has  been  neglected  in  the  past. 

As  a  result  of  the  paucity  of  new  houses  built  during  the  last 
ten  years,  the  Council,  in  common  with  other  Local  Authorities 
throughout  the  Country,  is  faced  with  a  heavy  building  programme 
for  years  to  come  in  order  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  its  younger  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community  who  have  married  either  during  or  since  the 
war  years.  Your  Public  Health  Officers  have  investigated  many 
appalling  cases  of  overcrowding  during  recent  months  and,  apart 
from  towns  which  were  heavily  bombed  during  the  war,  I  cannot 
concieve  that  there  are  many  rural  districts  where  the  need  for 
new  houses  is  as  great  as  in  this  area  or  where  the  building  of  new 
houses  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  the  labour  and 
materials  resources  will  allow  in  order  to  alleviate  the  overcrowding 
position  and  in  the  interests  of  food  production. 
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In  addition  to  these  requirements,  over  50  per  cent,  of  the 
families  in  the  Rural  District  (as  shown  by  the  fact  that  no  less 
than  1126  houses  have  been  categorised  for  major  works  of  recon¬ 
struction)  are  living  under  conditions  which  are  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  Council  and  its  officers  are  faced 
with  a  colossal  task  for  many  years  to  come  in  providing  for  the 
agricultural  worker  and  his  family  the  same  housing  amenities  and 
comforts  as  those  enjoyed  by  the  town  dwellers. 

In  order  that  the  high  ideals  visualised  in  the  Hobhouse  Report 
on  Rural  Housing  can  be  attained,  it  is  imperative  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  re-introduce  legislation  enabling  local  authorities  to 
give  financial  assistance  to  property  owners  in  rural  districts  for 
the  reconditioning  and  improvement  of  rural  workers'  cottages. 

5.  Drainage. 

I  have  stressed  repeatedl}/  for  many  years  the  urgent  need 
for  new  sewage  disposal  schemes  throughout  the  area,  and  it  is 
to  be  deprecated  that  as  a  result  of  the  economic  crisis  the  Minister 
of  Health  has  not  seen  his  way  clear  to  give  approval  for  the 
Council  to  proceed  with  the  first  stage  of  its  post-war  programme 
to  provide  such  schemes  for  the  villages  of  Horbling,  Billing- 
borough,  Corby,  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping 
St.  James,  in  connection  with  which  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  in 
December,  1947. 

I 

Whilst  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  approval  has  been  given 
for  the  Council  to  go  forward  with  the  Horbling  and  Billing- 
borough  scheme,  it  must  be  emphasized  that  the  need  for  new 
Schemes  in  the  parishes  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping, 
Deeping  St.  James  and  Corby  is  no  less  urgent. 

The  many  foul  sewer  dykes  in  the  majority  of  the  villages 
throughout  the  district  continue  to  be  the  subject  of  complaints 
from  householders  residing  near  same  and  although  the  Council 
does  its  best  to  alleviate  the  serious  nuisances  which  obtain  by 
regular  cleansing  each  year,  this  work  is  only  of  a  temporary  nature 
as  the  dykes  rapidly  become  foul  again. 

During  the  past  year,  the  whole  of  the  old  stone  sewer  at 
Towngate  West,  Market  Deeping,  for  a  distance  of  500  yards,  was 
cleaned  out,  repaired  and  the  top  renewed  with  concrete  slabs,  in 
an  endeavour  to  alleviate  the  serious  flooding  which  occurred 
periodically  during  former  years.  In  addition,  the  stone  drain 
nnder  the  highway  at  Towngate  Cross  Roads  was  renewed  with 
15in.  concrete  pipes  for  a  distance  of  30  yards.  The  piped  sewer 
into  which  this  stone  sewer  discharges  at  Towngate  -  East  was 
badgered  and  since  this  work  was  completed,  flooding  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  dwelling-houses  has  not  recurred. 

At  Tallington,  a  portion  of  the  main  sewer  was  relaid  with  i8in. 
concrete  pipes  for  a  distance  of  40  yards,  and  at  Greatford,  prac- 
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tically  the  entire  length  of  the  main  sewer  running  under  the  grass 
verge  at  the  side  of  the  main  street  was  taken  up  and  relaid  with 
6in.  stoneware  pipes  for  a  distance  of  200  yards. 

At  Aslackb}/,  part  of  the  old  stone  sewer  on  the  Kirkby  Under¬ 
wood  Road,  for  a  distance  of  35  yards  was  taken  up  and  relaid 
with  Gin.  stoneware  pipes. 

In  addition,  awarded  watercourses  in  16  parishes  were  roded 
and/or  cleansed. 


6,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  new  Scheme  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  instituted 
by  the  Council  in  June,  1946,  and  carried  out  on  our  behalf  by  a 
hrm  of  contractors,  although  satisfying  a  long -felt  need,  was  not 
as  efficient  as  one  would  have  wistied  during  the  hrst  year.  This 
was  due  to  local  labour  problems  and  not  to  any  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  firm  concerned  whose  offices  were  at  some  considerable 
distance  from  Bourne.  On  account  of  this  latter  factor,  there  was 
a  lack  of  control  over  the  labour  employed  on  this  Service  and 
in  June,  1947,  after  talks  between  representatives  of  the  Council 
and  the  firm  in  question,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Contract  should 
be  terminated,  and  that  the  Council  should  purchase  the  refuse 
freighter  and  take  over  the  Service.  At  the  same  time  the  Council 
decided  to  give  every  village  in  the  district  a  fortnightly  collection 
service  instead  of  a  fortnightly  service  for  the  larger  villages  and 
a  monthly  service  for  the  smaller  villages  which  had  been  obtain¬ 
ing  up  to  that  time. 

Later  in  the  year,  the  collection  of  waste  paper,  which  had 
not  been  carried  out  since  the  Council’s  Salvage  Scheme  was  dis¬ 
continued  on  the  institution  of  the  Refuse  Collection  Service  by 
contract,  was  renewed,  and  at  the  end  of  the  3/ear  a  steady  flow 
of  waste  paper  was  being  collected  which  will  help  to  offset  the 
cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

Whilst  the  number  of  complaints  of  non- collection  of  refuse 
is  steadily  decreasing,  those  that  are  well-founded  are  rectihed 
upon  receipt  of  same  by  the  Department.  The  majority  of  com¬ 
plaints  in  this  respect  however,  are  due  to  the  fact  that  refuse 
is  placed  out  for  collection  in  unsuitable  containers  such  as  bags 
and  sacks,  and  the  Council  has  decided,  after  giving  the  general 
public  seveml  months  notice  of  its  intention,  to  enforce  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  by  ’requiring 
occupiers  of  all  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  to  provide  regulation 
dustbins. 

7.  Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year,  approval  was  given  by  the  Minister  of  Healtli 
to  the  Council’s  proposals  to  provide  a  piped  iwater  supph’ 
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over  the  whole  area  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £170,000  which  project 
was  the  subject  of  a  Public  Inquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
on  the  2nd  October,  1946. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  final  arrangements  were  being 
made  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  (Messrs.  Kershaw 
and  Kaufman)  for  these  Schemes  to  commence  during  1948  and 
the  first  contract  has  now  been  let. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  proposals  will  take  approximately  18 
months  to  complete  after  the  two  contracts  have  been  let  and 
eventually  95  per  cent,  of  all  the  properties  in  the  rural  district 
will  be  able  to  take  a  piped  supply  of  pure  drinking  water  from 
the  new  mains. 

The  three  new  major  Schemes,  for  the  north,  south  and  west 
areas,  of  the  district,  will  replace  the  existing  fifteen  separate  water 
installations  owned  by  the  Council.  Many  of  these  fifteen  smaller 
installations  have  proved  to  be  most  unsatisfactory  in  the  past  on 
account  of  their  insufficiency  of  supply  and  intermittent  pollution. 

Until  the  new  Schemes  are  an  established  fact,  your  Officers 
continue  to  take  samples  from  the  existing  water  installations,  and 
it  is  perturbing  to  note  that  of  23  samples  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  during  the  vear  from  these  public  supplies,  only 
5,  or  less  than  25  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Where 
pollution  was  found,  warning  notices  were  posted  in  the  villages 
concerned  drawing  the  attention  of  the  residents  to  such  fact  and 
strongly  advising  them  to  boil  all  water  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Water  Sx\mples. 

From  Council’s  Installations  23 

(a)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  5 

(b)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  18 

From  private  bores,  wells,  etc.  30 

(a)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  6 

(b)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  •  24 

Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  of  private  bores,  wells, 
etc.,  found  to  be  polluted  requesting  them  either  to  take  a  supply 
from  the  Council’s  mains  where  possible,  or  to  take  the  necessar}/ 
action  to  remedy  the  pollution  or  provide  an  alternative  supply 
where  the  Council’s  water  is  not  available. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  cannot  be  considered  to  be 
generally  satisfactory  as  to  quality  in  view  of  the  results  obtained 
from  the  53  samples  taken,  zj2  of  which  have  been  found  to  be 
polluted.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  own  water  installations,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  pollution  of  certain  supplies,  there  is  also  the  added  in¬ 
convenience  caused  at  times  to  the  general  public  through  break¬ 
downs  of  the  pumping  plants,  some  of  which  are  not  efficient. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public 
water  mains  (aj  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  mieans  of  standpipes, 


are  as  follows :  — 

Village 

Aslackby  and  Laughton 
Barholm  and  Stowe  ... 

Baslon 

Billingborough 

Braceborough  and  Wilsthorpe 
Bytham,  Castle 
Bytham,  Little 
Careby,  Aunby,  Holywell  .. 
Carlb}^  ... 

Corby 

Counthorpe  and  Creeton 
Deeping  St.  James 
Deeping,  Market 
Deeping,  West 
Dowsby 
Dunsby 
Edenham 
Folkingham 
Greatford  ...  ... 

Haconb}/ 

Horbling 
Irnham 

Kirkby  Underwood 
Langtoft 
Morton 

Pointon  and  Sempringham 
Rippingale 
Swayfield 
Swinstead 
Tallington 
Thurlby 

Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe 
Uffington 

Wtitham  -  on- the  -  Hill 

Totals 


Number  of  houses  supplied 
(a)  Direct  (b)  by  stand-pipes 


23 

32 

1 

7 

76 

10 

83 

87 

13 

5 

80 

45 

23 

51 

6 

— 

102 

59 

16 

6 

232 

130 

262 

6 

38 

18 

17 

22 

31 

62 

11 

11 

51 

3 

14 

— 

17 

14 

66 

14 

108 

78 

12 

15 

59 

12 

32 

10 

8 

52 

29 

16 

107 

45 

9 

— 

40 

21 

1572 

831 
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Bridge  End,  Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsb}/,  Havvthorpe,  Bulby, 
Scottlethorpe,  Aunby,  Holywell,  Bound  and  Carlby  are  all  small 
hamlets  relying  on  springs  and  shallow  wells,  and  having  no  piped 
supply.  Edenham,  though  somewhat  larger,  is  supplied  by  wells, 
only  one  of  which  is  said  to  give  a  satisfactory  yield.  (The 
Council  submitted  a  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Edenham  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  1938,  and  this  was  duly  approved,  but  delay 
arose  owing  to  negotiations  with  the  Kesteven  County  Council,  as 
to  the  making  of  a  grant,  and  the  position  being  still  undefined 
at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  the  scheme  was  deferred) . 

Elsthorpe,  Careby,  Toft  and  Witham-on-the-Hill  all  have 
piped  supplies  of  greater  or  less  extent,  drawing  from  bores  or 
springs  and  delivering  to  taps  or  standpipes,  a  limited  number  of 
properties  being  also  connected  in  one  or  two  of  the  villages. 

Irnham  and  Grimsthorpe  are  on  Estate  Supplies  and  are  fed 
by  means  of  a  pump  drawing  from  a  borehole  and  a  spring  res¬ 
pectively  in  the  grounds  of  Irnham  Hall  and  Grimsthorpe  Castle. 
In  each  instance  the  pump  delivers  to  a  small  reservoir  from  which 
the  water  is  piped  to  the  big  house  and  to  the  village. 

8.  Building  Licences. 

The  investigation  of  applications  for  building  licences  has 
continued  to  take  up  a  large  amount  of  the  time  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year  as  will  be  noted  from  the  fact  that 
611  visits  were  made  in  connection  therewith. 

The  Council's  Building  Licences  Sub-Committee  (Councillors 
C.  W..  Barrand,  E.  B.  Binns  and  G.  G.  Crowson)  has  also  devoted 
much  time  to  this  work,  particularly  in  the  case  of  licences  exceed¬ 
ing  £100  in  cost,  and,  on  the  whole,  the  work  has  been  carried 
out  smoothly  and  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against 
one  person  for  carrying  out  painting  work  without  a  licence  in 
excess  of  the  ‘Tree”  limit  of  £10  allowed  under  the  Defence 
Regulations.  A  fine  of  20/-  was  imposed  by  the  Bourne  Magis¬ 
trates  on  the  person  concerned. 

It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  present  restrictions  lead 
inevitably  to  the  curtailment  of  repairs  to  farm  workers'  cottages 
which  have  been  neglected  for  so  many  years. 

9.  Building  Inspections. 

Despite  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Defence  Regulations 
concerning  Building  Licensing,  the  Council's  Plans  Committee, 
during  the  past  year,  has  dealt  with  an  average  of  approximately 
12  plans  per  month,  and  your  Officers  have  carried  out  175 
inspections  of  building  works  in  progress  and  have  examined  and 
tested  35  new  drainage  systems. 
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10.  The  Lord  Mayor’s  National  Flood  Distress  Fund. 

Following  the  snow,  blizzards,  gales  and  floods  which  occurred 
in  the  Spring  of  the  year,  the  Council,  in  common  with  many  other 
local  authorities,  was  asked  to  help  in  the  investigation  of  claims 
for  assistance  from  the  Lord  Mayor’s  National  Flood  Distress 
Fund.  Accordingly,  a  Flood  Distress  Committee  was  formed  and 
your  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Clements)  has  devoted 
a  considerable  amount  of  his  time  to  this  work,  as  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  270  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  investigation 
of  flood  claims. 

11.  Staff. 

The  Department  was  handicapped  during  the  year  on  account 
of  the  illness  of  Mr.  J.  Hardy  (Additional  Sanitary  Inspector) 
who,  after  being  absent  on  sick  leave  for  several  months,  found 
it  necessary  eventually  to  hand  in  his  resignation  owing  to  ill- 
health.  I  very  much  regret  that  Mr.  Hardy  felt  compelled  to  take 
this  course,  as  even  though  he  was  with  us  for  only  for  a  short 
time,  he  had  proved  himself  to  be  a  conscientious  and  competent 
Officer. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr. 
J.  G.  Clements)  for  his  efficient  technical  assistance  during  a  busy 
year,  and  to  my  shorthand -typist  (Mrs.  J.  E.  Fisher- Smith)  for 
her  efficient  service  in  the  increasing  administrative  work  of  the 
Departent. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  my  fellow  Officers  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  for  the  courtesy  and  co-ooeration  extended 
to  me  during  ffie  vear  in  the  discharge  of  the  m^any  and  varied 
duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  A.  CHIVERS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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